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Greetings,

As a long time supporter of Istanbul Convention and Visitors Bureau-ICVB and the meeting and
convention tourism of Istanbul in general, it is a great pleasure for Istanbul Chamber of
Commerce to welcome you in Istanbul, one of the world's most famous and attractive
destinations.

It is exciting to observe that the city is gaining even more important and bigger conventions and
incentives every year. European Society of the Clinical & Economic Aspects of Osteoporosis and
Osteoarthritis (ECCEOQO), with 5,000 participants; the 28th International Congress of the World
Federation of Hemophilia (WFH), with 4,000 participants; and the |2th International Congress
of Bacteriology, Applied Microbiology and Mycology, with 8,000 participants are the latest
examples for such a happy development.

In addition, Istanbul is named as the European Capital of Culture for 2010. Bringing your
participants to a Capital of Culture will mean adding extra value and appeal to an already
attractive destination. Whether you add concerts, exhibitions or festivals to your conference
schedule, or just let your delegates discover this Capital of Culture for themselves, Istanbul will
be an unforgettably enriching experience.

In this issue of Istanbul Meeting Planner's Guide that we are proud to be associated with, you
will find the answers to your queries regarding your events in Istanbul and discover that this city
blessed with natural beauty, rich cultural, historic and commercial heritage offers all the facilities
and services to organize successful meetings and events.

I'd like to thank ICVB for their professional effort and expert advice.

Looking forward to welcoming you in Istanbul.

Dr. Murat Yalgintas
President of Istanbul Chamber of Commerce & ICVB
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How to use this guide

Istanbul Meeting Planners Guide 2008 contains all the information you need to
organize meetings, incentive travel programs and special events in Istanbul, one of
the world's foremost metropolises.

Each section is divided by separator sheets for convenient reference. Here you will
find details of Convention and Exhibition Venues and Accommodation with Venues
which are members of our organisation, experienced PCOs and DMCs and service
suppliers, and Incentive Venues & Social Programmes where you can organise
unforgettable events in splendid historic settings.

For easy location of all the venues listed in the guide, just turmn to the detailed plans
of Istanbul at the beginning of the Istanbul at a Glance section. The first plan is a key
showing the position of the five large-scale plans of the city which follow. There is
also a plan of Conference Valley, the heart of Istanbul's convention tourism sector,
which is walking distance from Taksim Square and the shopping district of Nisantasi.
Istanbul at a Glance and Turkey at a Glance are the sections where you can find lots
of useful and fascinating information about sights and scenes, whether natural,
historic or cultural.

Turkish cuisine, Istanbul's nightlife, culture and art, and shopping are each described
separately in the section on Leisure and Culture Activities, which gives insight into
enjoying a visit to Istanbul to the full.

In the Convention and Exhibition Services section you will find contact information
about the leading and most reliable providers of all kinds of services required for
your meetings and conventions. These include the head offices of banks for money
transfers, courier and cargo firms, firms providing audiovisual services, airports, airline
offices and many more.

The content of the Meeting Planner’s Guide is available in a CD format. You may
aslo download the guide in PDF format from www.icvb.org web site.

For further information on any subject please contact Istanbul Convention and
Visitors Bureau.

Wishing you all enjoyable and successful meetings and events, and hoping to see

you in Istanbul.





